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The transition process is nearing completion!  The Transition team’s work on the fourth focus point, “Connections,” culminated in 
a Transition Team booklet about Tomahawk’s current connections entitled Denominational & Community Mission Connections.  
As we look together as a church at our connections, ask yourself:  (1) Do our mission connections align with our Vision and Mission 
Statements? (2) Are there ways we can strengthen these connections? (3) Are there new connections we need or want to make? 
 
The Team has begun work on our fifth and final focus point, “The Future.”  Our goal is to have a Pastor Search Team in place in 
January 2016.  To do this, we need your help!  The Team is preparing a congregational survey to learn what we, as a church, are 
looking for in our Senior Pastor.  On December 3, a link to the survey will be distributed by email for those of you on the church’s 
email list. On December 6, hardcopies of the survey will be available for those of you who prefer pen and paper, and Transition 
Team members will be available after worship to help those who need it with the survey. Please complete the survey immediate-
ly!  It is entirely anonymous and we need your input to guide the pastor search process. 
 
December will be a busy month!  We also will need to finalize our proposed by-laws and organization documents so that we will be 
prepared to vote on the documents at the January business meeting.  Members of the Transition Team will be available on Decem-
ber 6, 13, and 20 immediately following worship to answer any questions and receive additional input on any of the proposed doc-

uments. These last steps are extremely important to ensure we have a strong foundation for our church for the future.  
Please plan to participate! 

December 3, 2015 Link to survey will be sent to all who are on Tomahawk’s email address list 

December 6, 2015 Hardcopies of the survey will be available for those who prefer pen and paper 

Transition Team Members available after worship to help folks complete the survey and to answer 
questions or receive input on proposed by-laws and draft church documents 

December 13, 2015 Deadline to submit survey.  Transition Team Members available after worship to help folks complete 
the survey and to answer questions or receive input on proposed by-laws and draft church documents 

December 20, 2015 Transition Team Members available after worship to answer questions or receive input on proposed 
by-laws and draft church documents 

January 17, 2016 Regular Business Meeting 

We will vote on Constitution, church organizational structure and by-laws 

  

We are so grateful for the love, support and prayers we have received from everyone throughout this process.  We are almost 
there . . . keep the prayers coming! 

John Bateman                               Crystal Rosse                        Sally Waldrop 
Jeff Easton                                     Darla Skinner                        Burt Walker 
Pat Jennings                                  Robin Tarr                             Pete Zangardi 
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 6:00 PM  Dinner & Blessing of Meal 
                  (Serving Begins @ 5:50) 

 6:30 PM  Praise Team 
                 Children’s Choirs 
                  Youth Choir               
                  Adult Studies 

 7:15 PM   Youth Group  
    (2nd & 4th Wednesday’s) 
    Mission Friends & CIA ends at  
    7:45 PM 
                  Adult Choir ends at 8:30 PM 

December Changes 
 

 December 2 Youth Group meeting 
 December 9 Youth Group meeting 
 December 16 Dinner 6:00 PM 
    Blue Christmas 6:30 PM 
    Choir 7:15 PM 
 December 23 and December 30  
    NO Activities 

New Wednesday Night Schedule & Times 
September—May 

Music Notes 
With December almost here, our sights are set on that most wonderful 
time of year, Christmas! 
But in all the excitement and magic of the season, let's not forget that Ad-
vent, the season of waiting,  comes first.  During December we will cele-
brate Christ's birth in our children's pageant on December 6 and the Sanc-
tuary Choir's Christmas program on December 20.  But we will also sing 
hymns of waiting, of anticipation for Jesus' birth.  In hymns such as "O 
Come O Come Emmanuel," and the choir's anthem "All Earth Is Hope-
ful",  one can almost feel the longing in the music, the hope in the words. I 
love the last two verses of "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel": 
 
O come, thou wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; 
To us the path of knowledge show, and cause us in her ways to go. 
 
O come, desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;  
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven's 
peace. 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
And the text of "All Earth" , which the choir will sing on Dec. 6: 
 
All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 
Furrows lie open for God's creative task; 
This, the labor of people who struggle to see 
How God's truth and justice set everybody free. 
 
What powerful words in this day and time with recent events around the 
world.  Let's sing the carols and celebrate Jesus' coming, but let's also give 
this time of Advent its due. If we put in the waiting time and feel the antici-
pation, the longing, and the hope,  then the singing of "Joy to the World" 
on Christmas Eve will be filled with even more elation and joy! 
 
I wish you a peaceful, hope filled Advent and a joyful, happy Christmas! 
 
Susan 
 

Annual Children’s Christmas Pageant 

On Sunday, December 6th during the regular 11 am service we will be holding our annual children’s 

Christmas pageant.  This year we will be presenting the traditional Christmas story.  We are looking 

for both children to participate in the pageant and middle school students to assist with narration 

of the story.  We will be holding one practice for the pageant on Saturday, December 5th beginning 

at 10 am in the sanctuary.  We will be practicing approximately an hour and a half that morning.  If 

you would like your child to participate in the pageant but are unable to attend the practice, please reach out to 

me Crystal Rosse, at either 564-6150 or crosse1017@gmail.com and I will work with you to ensure your child is 

able to participate.  We look forward to seeing all of your children on December 5th. 

Sunday, December 6 at 11 AM Worship Service 

Choral Kids will be singing! 



Pastoral Reflections 
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Advent is our time of preparing spiritually to receive and celebrate the birth of Jesus.  Our Advent theme this year is People of 
Hope. Advent begins with the four Sundays preceding Christmas Day and help us to recall the Old Testament stories of longing and 
expectation for the Messiah’s birth.  During worship we focus on Hope, Love, Joy and Peace. 

The Advent wreath is a Christian tradition that symbolizes the passage of the four weeks of Advent.  It is a circular candle hold-
er that typically holds five candles.  During the season of Advent one candle on the wreath is lit each Sunday until all of the candles, 
including the fifth candle, are lit on Christmas Day. Each candle represents an aspect of the spiritual preparation for 
the celebration of the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

The First Candle is Purple which symbolizes hope. For many years the faithful looked forward to the 
coming of the Messiah. 
 

The Second Candle is Purple which symbolizes love. We know that God is love. We remember with 
thankful hearts the gift of Jesus, who came as a babe in a manger, lived and loved among us, was killed 
on a cross, and arose! Love endures forever.  
 

The Third Candle is Pink which symbolizes joy. Prophecy has been fulfilled. The long-awaited Messiah 
has come. Joy is the mood of all earnest seekers.   
 

The Fourth Candle is Purple which symbolizes peace.  Christ is the Prince of peace, come to reconcile 
us with God and others. Christ helps us to see that peace is possible. 
 

The Final Candle is White The Christ Candle in the center of the wreath. Today we celebrate the birth 

The four Sundays before Christmas are known as Advent.  Advent is the experience of waiting and anticipating the celebration of 
the birth of Jesus.  While this event occurred 2,000 years ago, we need to “re-birth” Jesus into our lives each and every day.   

One of the ironies of Advent is that we can become so busy or preoccupied that we fail to focus on its meaning.  Not that we intend 
for this to happen, but we can be so distracted that we do not focus on the Hope, Love, Peace and Joy that the birth of Jesus seeks 
to bring us regardless of our circumstances, concerns, fears or challenges we face. 

While our circumstances or experiences may seem unique to each of us, we are united as we await the coming of Christ again into 
our hearts and world.  We are united knowing that God has created each of us, provides us Redemption, and gives us Hope in the 
future He is creating. 

Your Transition Team has continued to work diligently and has begun working in the last Focus Point, “The Future.”  This Focus 
Point is about: 

Developing a church profile to be used in the pastor search process;  
Surveying the congregation to ask about what strengths, abilities, experience, education level you would seek as you search for 

a senior pastor in 2016;  
A review of our work by an external Certified Intentional Interim to ensure we have completed the Intentional Interim process; 
Preparing and presenting you with a summary of the Transition process which the Pastor Search Team can give to pastoral 

candidate finalists;  
Asking the church to elect a Pastor Search Team. 

When we began this process in late February, getting to the Fifth Focus Point may have seemed a long way off.  But now, we are 
fully engaged in the last one.  Each of the Five Focus Points is foundational and has led to the next.   

The Transition Team has worked to engage the congregation throughout this process.  During this last Focus Point, your input is 
needed as the Team asks you to complete the Congregational Survey.  Be a part of the process as we continue to discern God’s 
Future for us as we wait for Him to lead us.   

Prayerfully and Expectantly, 

Jim   
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Missions:  First off I would like to say, we are so  blessed to have a congregation that continuously ex-
ceeds to meet the needs of the many mission projects that our church is involved with.  We had a great 
response for the collections ministry for CCHASM and Operation Christmas Child.  We collected 48 box-
es, 34 bags of food and 31 gift cards.  We maybe small but Through Christ all things are possible.  Thank 
you for the donations of hats, socks, gloves and food items for feed the homeless.  Coming up on De-
cember 11th we will be going to Chesterfield Food  Bank to volunteer.  If you are interested please see 
Pete Zangardi. I will have more information in the coming weeks.  Thank you to Doris Wampler for her 
work organizing the Middle District Christmas Store.  Thank you for your continued support of  Mercy 
Mall.  With out you none of these ministries is possible.   
 
Pete Zangardi 

From Your  Missions Director 

New Toys 

Drop off bins are located by the Welcome Center 

“Thank you to everyone who helped with our 2015 Fall Festival & Trunk-or-Treat.  We had an 
amazing turnout, about 350 of our neighbors came to visit!  So many members of our church 
family volunteered and worked to make this annual community outreach event a huge suc-
cess.  Heartfelt thanks to all who donated candy, decorated a trunk, grilled hot dogs, contrib-
uted BBQ, cooked Brunswick stew, baked cakes, pies, cookies, cupcakes and brownies, 
popped popcorn, made s'mores, served hot cider and lemonade, 
conducted sack races, cake walks and bean bag tosses, kept on eye 

on the bounce house,  welcomed folks, drove the tractor for hayrides, set up, cleaned up, directed traffic 
and generally participated in making this event a true blessing to us all.  The sale of hot dogs, BBQ and 
Brunswick stew generated profits of $756.15.  This year, we are donating the profits our Fall Festival 
generated to Mercy Mall, as approved by our Administrative Council.  Rochelle and Pete Zangardi will 
be presenting our donation to Mercy Mall.  We can do so much to spread the Word when we work to-
gether.  Thank you!” 

Annual Christmas Breakfast 

Hosted by our Men’s Sunday School Class 

Sunday, December 13, 2015 

8:30—9:30 a.m. 

Enjoy Christmas fellowship with our church 

family and a  delicious home-cooked breakfast! 

 

Sausage Gravy and Biscuits 

Fried Apples 

Eggs 

Juice and Coffee 

No Charge! 

(Donations accepted) 
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Guys & Dolls 
The Senior Ministry of Tomahawk Church 

 
Astra Thornton has again invited Guys and 
Dolls to come to her house for a Christmas 
luncheon.  As before, we each should bring 

a neutral gift of no more than $10, to exchange.  We always 
enjoy good fellowship and get in the 
Christmas spirit at Astra's. 
Please make a reservation if you 
can.   The date is Tuesday, December 15, 
2015, at 11:30 A.M. 

Christmas Poinsettias 

Poinsettias for Christmas can now be or-
dered to be placed in the sanctu-
ary beginning Sunday, December 22, 
2015, in honor or memory of others.  This 
year, we will have all red poinsettias, at a 
donation of $10 for each poinsettia you 
order.  The difference between the actual 
cost of the poinsettias and your $10 dona-
tion will be contributed to our Youth Group to support their min-
istries and opportunities throughout the year.  Orders must be 
into the church office by Tuesday, December 1.  

Upcoming Advent & Christmas Season Events 

Advent Begins with Hanging of the Greens Service 
Sunday, November 29 —11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

 
Choral Kids Sing in Worship and Children’s Christmas Nativity 

Sunday, December 6—11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

Church-wide Christmas Breakfast 
Sunday, December 13 — 8:30-9:30 a.m. (Prepared by our Men’s S.S. Class) 

 
Praise Team Sings 

Sunday, December 13 – 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
 
 

Guys and Dolls Luncheon 
Tuesday, December 15 – 12:30 p.m. Home of Astra Thornton  

 
Blue Christmas 

Wednesday, December 16 – 6:30 in the Thornton Chapel 
 

Christmas Caroling 
Friday, December 18  

Sanctuary Choir to Heritage Oaks Retirement Community 
 

Sanctuary Choir Christmas Music 
Sunday, December 20—11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

 
Christmas Eve Worship Services 

5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary   Family-friendly Christmas Eve Service—Celebrate   
with stories, songs, scripture, candle lighting, and Communion 

 

7:00 p.m. in the Thornton Chapel Traditional, formal worship with lessons, carols, 
Communion and candle lighting 



 Offering Envelopes—Your 2016 offering envelopes are here and will be available to pick up 
starting Sunday, December 6. There will be a table in the hall outside of the office. Please initial by 
your name on the list to verify you have picked up your envelopes. If you do not have marked and 
would like a box, please contact the office and I will get you a set. 

 Newsletter Deadline—The deadline for the January newsletter is Monday, December 14. Yes, 
it’s early, but I have to have it complete before the office closes for the Christmas holiday.   

 Office Hours— The church office will close at noon on Thursday, December 24 and re-open on 
Monday, January 4. Have a wonderful holiday!   

 Directory Info— Does the office have ALL of your current information? Address, phone numbers, email, birthday, etc??? 
Please call (744-2044) or email (jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org) me with any updates and changes. There is a lot going on 
here at Tomahawk and we want to make sure you have all the latest news! 

Merry Christmas! ~ Jeanette 

Inclement Weather Policy 

As the winter months approach, the safety of our 
congregation is our priority.  In the event of in-
clement weather, we will place announcements 
about service cancellations on the website, church 
voice mail, Facebook, and on Channel 12.   

From the Church Office 
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TBC Youth News:  
 

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who supported the youth hot dog and bake sale fundraiser last month.  It 
was a HUGE success and we raised $750 for the youth fund!!!! 
 

It's hard to believe, but December is here and it's time for the beautiful celebration of Christ's birth!  We 
have lots of great activities planned this month so please come and invite a friend!!!  
 

Note there's a change to the Wednesday night youth schedule due to the Christmas and New Year's holiday.  
 

Wednesday, Dec 2 - Youth Choir starting at 6:30 and Youth Bible Study from 7:15 - 8pm 
 

Sunday, Dec 6 - Bethlehem Walk at Salem Baptist Church, Manakin, VA - All youth and youth families are invited.  We will meet 
right after worship service for lunch, then carpool out to Goochland County, just 6 miles west of Short Pump, to experience the 
annual Bethlehem Walk.  This is an interactive outdoor drama where guests experience first century Bethlehem so please dress 
appropriately for the weather.  As you enter the city, allow the sights, sounds and smells to carry you to a period of time that 
changed the world. Journey through the heart of the city to the marketplace that is bustling with activity from over a dozen au-
thentic shops; enjoy samples from the baker’s shop, see the blacksmith at work making crucifixion nails, marvel at the potter’s 
crafts and listen for the rumor of a king’s birth from excited townspeople. More details at this website:   
http://salembaptistchurch.info/bethlehem-walk-details-schedule/  This will be an amazing experience! 
 

Wednesday, Dec 9 - Youth Choir starting at 6:30 and Youth Bible Study from 7:15 - 8pm  
 

Friday, Dec 11 - Volunteer Opportunity at Chesterfield Food Bank - 5-8pm - we will depart TBC at 5pm 
and head over to the Chesterfield Food Bank on Iron Bridge Road to help where needed and plan to re-
turn to TBC by 8pm.  We will not be eating dinner so please either eat before you come or bring a bag 
dinner to eat in the car on the way over.  This is a great way to serve in our local community! 
 

Wednesday, Dec 16, 23, & 30 - no activities tonight.  Enjoy your Christmas and New Year's holiday!!! 
 

Sunday, Dec 20 - Youth Christmas Party at the Stout's home!  We will carpool over to the Stout's home 
right after worship for an afternoon of food and fun!!!  More details to come! 
 

If you have any questions, please see Elaine Liebgott or Sue Stout. 

http://salembaptistchurch.info/bethlehem-walk-details-schedule/


Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Joann Anderson 
Nancy Barden 
Rucker Barden 
Mildred Bellamy 
Lewis Cash 
Chris Chance 
Marguerite Coates 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
EB Davis 
Rick Graves 
Ed & Doris Hamlett 
Dorothy Holland 
Chuck Jennings 
Charles & Gail King 
Jim Mayhew 
Harold McCabe 
Judy Midkiff 
John Rudin 
Brent Walker 

Friends and Family  
Martha Carter 
Linda edwards 
Chris & Jeanette Johnson 
Janet Morrisett 
Lauren Sterling 
 
Serving in the Military 
Hunter Cox—Kuwait 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 
Jason Hehl – Pentagon 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Ft. Bragg  
Mark Redman – Ft. Bragg 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq 
 
Intentional Interim Process 
Transition Team 

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if 
you need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

Burt Walker—937-7837 
Amy Dixon—275-7799 
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Clay's Lighthouse has a new job!  It is waiting for each of us to 
help keep it full of groceries...You will find it in the hall just 

behind the sanctuary. 

The idea is for each of us to bring one item each time we gro-
cery shop and put it in the Lighthouse.  When the Lighthouse 

is full, we will take the food to Mercy Mall to be given to  
people who need it. 

 
LET'S TRY HARD TO DEVELOP THIS NEW HABIT 

IT'S SO HARD TO BE HUNGRY   

Sunday Morning Prayer Time 
Gather with others at 9:45 AM in Room 218 
to pray for Tomahawk Baptist Church, the 
Intentional Interim Process, the Transition 
Team and for God's leadership as we move 
into His future. 

Prayer List 

The prayer list is updated once a week. Copies are available  on 
the Office bulletin Board in the hallway.  Extra prayer request 
forms are located there as well.  
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Dr. Jim Vaught, Intentional Interim Pastor 

 jimvaught@aol.com 

Susan Kish, Music Director 

 susanrkish@gmail.com 

Kenny Taggart, Organist 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

 jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

 Transition Team 

Meeting 7:00pm 

2 
 

Activities begin with 
dinner at 6:00pm 

3 4 5 
Children’s Pageant 

Rehearsal 10:00am 

6 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Choral Kids Sing 

Children’s Christmas 
Pageant 
 

7 
PSM 10:30am 

  

8 
Deacon Mtg 6:00pm 

 
Transition Team 
Meeting 7:00pm 

9 
 

Activities begin with 
dinner at 6:00pm 

  

10 
 

Sanctuary and  
Fellowship Hall  
Reserved 

11 
Volunteer  

Opportunity at 
Chesterfield Food 
Bank 

12 
 

 

13 3rd Sunday of Advent 
Christmas Breakfast  

8:30am 
Praise Team Sings 
 

14 
PSM 10:30am 

 
January Newsletter 
Deadline 

15 
Guys and Dolls 

Luncheon at Astra’s 
12:30pm 
Transition Team 

Meeting 7:00pm 

16 
 

Dinner 6:00pm 
Blue Christmas  
Service 6:30pm 

Choir 7:15pm 

17 18 
Choir to Heritage 

Oaks 

19 
Fellowship Hall  

Reserved 

20 4th Sunday of Advent 
Sanctuary Choir Sings 

 
Youth  Christmas Party at 
the Stout’s 

21 
PSM 10:30am 

  

22 
 

 

  

23 24 
Office closes at noon 

 
Family Service 5:00pm 
Traditional Service 

7:00pm 

25 26 

27 28 
PSM 10:30am 

  

29 30 31   

Office Closed—Reopens January 4, 2016 


